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Abstract:

This article explores the concept of civic-legal responsibility for minors,
examining their rights, duties, and the implications of their legal actions. The civic-
legal responsibility of minors is an essential topic in modern legal frameworks as it
addresses the capacity of individuals who are legally considered underage to engage
in legal actions. This paper delves into the conditions under which minors are held
legally accountable, the limits of their responsibility, and the factors that differentiate
them from adults in the eyes of the law. It also discusses the various age thresholds in
different jurisdictions, the concept of capacity in legal matters, and how minors'
actions are treated in different legal systems. The article concludes with an analysis
of current trends in the protection of minors' rights while ensuring accountability.
Keywords: Civic-legal responsibility, minors, legal age, rights, duties, legal capacity,
juvenile law, legal implications, accountability, minors' protection.
INTRODUCTION:

The issue of civic-legal responsibility for minors has always been a contentious

topic in law. A minor, defined as an individual who is below the legal age of

adulthood, is often seen as incapable of fully understanding the consequences of their
ctions. However, as minors engage more actively in society and legal matters, the
arises: to what extent should minors be held responsible for their actions?
le seeks to answer this question by exploring the rights, duties, and legal
ns surrounding minors' civic-legal responsibility.

In many legal systems, minors are afforded a range of rights that protect them
from the full consequences of their actions. Nevertheless, they are also expected to

fulfill certain duties and are subject to legal consequences when they violate the law.
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Understanding the balance between minors

rights and their legal oblig
in developing a fair and effective legal system.
Materials and Methods:

This study employs a qualitative research methodology based on legal

scholarly articles, and case law analysis. The primary sources include:

1. Legal Codes and Statutes: Examining the civic-legal codes of various
jurisdictions, especially focusing on laws related to minors, juvenile justice
systems, and legal responsibilities.

2. Case Law Analysis: Reviewing landmark cases where minors were involved
in legal proceedings to understand how civic-legal responsibility is applied in
real-world scenarios.

3. Scholarly Articles and Books: Consulting expert opinions and discussions
from legal scholars on the concepts of legal capacity, responsibility, and the
age of criminal liability.

4. Comparative Legal Studies: Analyzing the differences in how minors' legal
responsibilities are treated in various countries to highlight international
practices and trends.

The gathered materials were analyzed to form conclusions regarding the rights,

duties, and legal implications of civic-legal responsibility for minors.
Discussion:
1. Legal Age and Responsibility:

The concept of legal age serves as the foundation for understanding civic-legal

responsibility in minors. In most countries, the age of legal adulthood is 18 years, but
re variations. Some jurisdictions allow for a minor to be legally responsible for
tions at an earlier age, while others may set a higher threshold depending on
of the legal matter. For example, the age at which a minor can be held
criminally liable may vary, with some countries establishing a minimum age of
criminal responsibility at 12 years.

2. Rights of Minors:

. Minors are not without rights under the law. The United Nations Convention

on the Rights of the Child (CRC) ensures that minors are entitled to protection,
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education, and other fundamental rights. However, the exercise of t
limited by their age and maturity. Legal systems generally tak
minor's age, mental capacity, and understanding of the consequences @
when assessing responsibility.

3. Duties and Legal Implications:

While minors have certain protections, they are also expected to fulfill their
duties within the legal system. This includes abiding by laws, respecting property,
and not engaging in harmful behaviors. Legal systems may impose restrictions on the
types of contracts that minors can enter into or the types of work they can perform, to
protect them from exploitation.

Moreover, when minors engage in illegal activities, they are often subject to
legal consequences, but these consequences are typically less severe than those faced
by adults. Juvenile justice systems, such as those in the U.S. and the UK, focus on
rehabilitation rather than punishment, although certain serious offenses may result in
adult criminal liability.

4. Capacity and Accountability:

One of the most debated issues in civic-legal responsibility is the question of

capacity. To what extent are minors capable of understanding the nature of their
actions? Legal systems differentiate between full legal capacity (as possessed by
adults) and limited capacity (as possessed by minors). The notion of "diminished
responsibility™ applies to minors due to their emotional and cognitive development.
Conclusion:
Minors' civic-legal responsibility is a complex issue that requires careful
ideration of their age, maturity, and capacity to understand the legal implications
tions. While minors enjoy certain protections under the law, they are also
to fulfill certain duties and can be held accountable for their actions, though
typically to a lesser extent than adults. Legal systems around the world continue to
evolve in their approach to minors, with a growing focus on rehabilitation, education,
and support.

Protecting minors' rights while ensuring accountability is key to fostering a fair

legal system that balances the interests of society and the individual. As minors grow,
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it Is essential to gradually increase their le

Volume

their development, ensuring that they ca
benefiting from legal protections that safeguard their well-being.
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