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Abstract:

The teaching of Russian as a foreign language (RFL) is a field that has seen
significant changes over recent decades due to global educational developments and
the increasing number of people learning Russian worldwide. Despite its rich history
and cultural significance, RFL faces several challenges in terms of pedagogical
approaches, teaching materials, and the integration of technology into the learning
process. This article examines the contemporary issues in teaching Russian as a
foreign language, including the need for updated methodologies, the role of
communicative competence, the use of technology, and the challenge of addressing
the cultural context of the language. Drawing upon current research, expert opinions,
and case studies, the article provides a comprehensive overview of the main
challenges and suggests potential solutions to improve the teaching and learning of
Russian. By identifying the gaps in the current educational system, the article
highlights the need for a more flexible and adaptive approach to RFL instruction,
better resources for both teachers and students, and the importance of fostering
cultural understanding in the language learning process.
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uction:

Russian language has long been a key tool for communication and cultural
between Russia and the rest of the world. As a foreign language, it is
Increasingly taught in countries across the globe, driven by geopolitical, economic,
and cultural factors. However, teaching Russian as a foreign language (RFL) presents
distinct challenges, both for educators and students alike. The traditional methods of
language teaching have been evolving, with shifts toward more interactive,

communicative, and technology-based approaches.
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The demand for learning Russian has grown not only due t
significance but also because of the Russian cultural heritage, lite
that continue to impact global discourse. This increased interest
challenges to the pedagogical approaches employed in teaching RFL, including
development of more effective methodologies, updated curricula, and the integration
of modern technology.

This article explores the current problems faced in teaching Russian as a foreign
language, such as outdated teaching methodologies, lack of culturally relevant
resources, difficulties in achieving communicative competence, and challenges posed
by technological integration. It also offers potential solutions to these issues by
reviewing current educational trends and proposing strategies to enhance RFL
instruction in the modern world.

Materials and Methods:

The research for this article is based on a combination of qualitative and
quantitative data, including:

Literature Review: A comprehensive review of scholarly articles, books, and
journals related to teaching Russian as a foreign language, focusing on recent
developments in pedagogy, language acquisition theories, and the integration of
modern technology in language teaching.

Case Studies: An analysis of case studies from universities and language schools
that have implemented new teaching strategies or technology-enhanced language
courses. This includes both successes and challenges faced in various educational

environments.
rveys and Interviews: Surveys and interviews conducted with RFL teachers,
and language experts. These interviews provided insights into the practical
s of teaching and learning Russian in non-native contexts, especially
concerning communicative competence and cultural understanding.

Comparative Analysis: A comparative analysis of RFL teaching methods in
different countries and regions, highlighting best practices, particularly those that

have led to improved learning outcomes.



https://scopusacademia.org/

JMEA Journal of Modern Educational Achieveme
Volume 3, 2025

Technological Tools Review: A review of the digital too
currently being used in Russian language teaching, such as onlin
learning apps, virtual classrooms, and multimedia resources.
Results and Discussions:

Pedagogical Challenges: One of the most significant challenges in teaching
Russian as a foreign language is the discrepancy between traditional pedagogical
methods and the evolving needs of learners. Classical grammar-based teaching
methods, while important for building a foundation, often fail to foster practical
communication skills. The shift toward communicative competence—where the
focus is on language use in real-life situations—has been a major change in modern
RFL teaching methods.

Learners often face difficulties in engaging with Russian grammar, which is
considerably more complex than that of many other languages. The use of outdated
textbooks and teaching materials that do not reflect contemporary language usage
exacerbates this challenge. Furthermore, many learners struggle with the Cyrillic
alphabet, making reading and writing in Russian particularly difficult at the beginner
stages.

The Role of Technology: The integration of technology into Russian language
teaching has opened new avenues for instruction. Online platforms, interactive apps,
and virtual classrooms have allowed both teachers and students to access a wider
range of learning resources. However, the widespread use of technology also
introduces new challenges. Not all learners are equipped with the necessary digital
literacy, and teachers must be trained to use technology effectively in the classroom.
ology offers opportunities to personalize language learning through adaptive
ystems and artificial intelligence, but these systems are often not tailored to
ic needs of RFL students. Moreover, not all technological tools account for
the cultural context that is so crucial in language acquisition.

Achieving Communicative Competence: Communicative competence
involves not just the ability to speak, write, and understand a language, but also the
ability to use it effectively in social contexts. For learners of Russian, this means

navigating the complexities of formal and informal speech, politeness forms, and
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regional variations. Achieving communicative competence Is parti
due to the social and cultural distance between Russian-spea
foreign learners.

RFL educators must focus on integrating cultural education into their curric
ensuring that students not only learn the mechanics of the language but also
understand the nuances of its use in various contexts. This involves teaching students
about Russian history, traditions, social norms, and current events to help them better
engage with native speakers.

The Need for Cultural Context: Language and culture are inseparable, and
understanding the cultural context of Russian is crucial for effective language
acquisition. However, many RFL courses fail to provide sufficient cultural insight,
focusing primarily on grammar and vocabulary. The lack of culturally relevant
materials, such as films, literature, and music, makes it harder for learners to develop
an authentic understanding of the language.

Incorporating cultural elements into language teaching is essential for students
to grasp the subtleties of Russian. This can be achieved through immersive learning
experiences, such as study abroad programs, language exchanges, and incorporating
authentic Russian media into the curriculum.

Conclusion:

Teaching Russian as a foreign language presents a variety of challenges, but it
also offers numerous opportunities for innovation and improvement. To address the

current problems in RFL teaching, it is essential to update teaching methodologies,

incorporate technology effectively, and integrate cultural elements into the
iculum.

shift towards communicative competence, where practical usage of the

Is prioritized, is crucial for the success of RFL education. Moreover, the

Integration of modern technology can enhance learning experiences, making language

learning more accessible and engaging. However, it is important to ensure that

technology does not overshadow the cultural and social context of the language,

which remains an essential part of effective language acquisition.
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By adopting a more flexible and
educators can better meet the needs of learners and provide therﬁ
need to succeed in real-world communication. Furthermor
development of teaching resources, including digital tools and cultu
content, will further strengthen Russian language education on a global scale.

In conclusion, addressing the current challenges in teaching Russian as a
foreign language requires a holistic approach that combines updated pedagogy,
technology integration, and a deep understanding of cultural context. As the world
continues to globalize, Russian remains a key language of communication and
cultural exchange, and it is essential to equip students with the skills and knowledge
to master it effectively.
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