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Abstract

This research explores the enhancement of Content and Language Integrated
Learning (CLIL) methodology to empower future English language teachers with the
professional competencies needed for effective CLIL implementation. By analyzing
current CLIL practices and identifying areas for improvement, the study proposes
specific strategies to strengthen teacher skills in content knowledge, language
pedagogy, and cross-curricular collaboration. The research aims to contribute to the
development of more effective CLIL training programs and ultimately enhance the
quality of CLIL instruction in English language classrooms.
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Introduction

In a globalized world characterized by increasing interconnectedness and
cultural exchange, proficiency in English has become a vital asset. Alongside

traditional language teaching approaches, Content and Language Integrated Learning

(CLIL) has emerged as a powerful pedagogical model for developing both language
ubject matter knowledge simultaneously. CLIL, which integrates content
n with language learning, offers numerous benefits for students, fostering
nderstanding, enhanced critical thinking, and improved communication
skills. However, the successful implementation of CLIL relies heavily on the
professional competencies of teachers.

While CLIL is gaining popularity in educational settings, there is a growing

need to ensure that future English language teachers are equipped with the necessary

skills to deliver effective CLIL instruction. This research aims to contribute to this
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imperative by exploring ways to improve CLIL methodology

professional competencies of future English language teachers.

The research will examine current CLIL practices and ide
improvement, focusing on:

» Content knowledge: Ensuring teachers possess a deep understanding of the subject
matter they are teaching in English.

» Language pedagogy: Developing teacher expertise in adapting language teaching
strategies to CLIL contexts, including the integration of language skills (reading,
writing, listening, speaking) into content learning.

» Cross-curricular collaboration: Facilitating effective partnerships between subject
matter teachers and language teachers to ensure seamless integration of language and
content.

By addressing these critical areas, the study will contribute to the development
of more robust CLIL training programs that better prepare future English language
teachers for the challenges and opportunities of CLIL implementation. This research
aims to ultimately enhance the quality of CLIL instruction in classrooms, ultimately
benefitting students and contributing to their success in both language and content
learning.

Materials and Methods

This research will employ a mixed-methods approach to investigate the
improvement of CLIL methodology for enhancing the professional competencies of

future English language teachers. The study will combine qualitative and quantitative

data collection and analysis techniques to provide a comprehensive understanding of
earch problem.

ualitative Data Collection:

ocus Group Discussions: Semi-structured focus group discussions will be
conducted with a sample of future English language teachers (n = 20-30) enrolled in
teacher training programs. These discussions will explore their perceptions of CLIL,
their current level of confidence in CLIL implementation, and their perceived needs

o for professional development in CLIL.
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*» Expert Interviews: In-depth interviews will be conducted

CLIL educators (n = 5-8) who have a proven track record of succ
CLIL in various educational contexts. The interviews will fo
effective CLIL strategies, best practices, and potential areas for improvement in
methodology.

* Document Analysis: A review of relevant research articles, professional
guidelines, and curriculum materials related to CLIL methodology will be undertaken
to identify key principles, best practices, and existing training frameworks.

2. Quantitative Data Collection:

* Pre- and Post-Test Assessment: A pre-test will be administered to a group of
future English language teachers (n = 30-40) participating in a CLIL training program.
The pre-test will assess their baseline knowledge of CLIL principles, language
pedagogy, and content integration strategies. After completing the training program,
a post-test will be administered to measure any significant changes in their knowledge
and skills.

» Teacher Self-Efficacy Survey: A validated survey instrument will be used to
measure the self-efficacy of teachers in implementing CLIL. This survey will be
administered before and after the CLIL training program to assess any impact of the
program on teacher confidence and self-efficacy in CLIL instruction.

3. Data Analysis:

* Qualitative data: Focus group discussions and expert interviews will be

transcribed and analyzed using thematic analysis. Key themes and insights will be

identified to inform the development of improved CLIL training programs.

* Quantitative data: Pre- and post-test scores will be analyzed using paired t-
etermine any statistically significant changes in knowledge and skills.
elf-efficacy survey data will be analyzed using descriptive statistics and
paired t-tests to assess the impact of the CLIL training program on teacher confidence
and self-efficacy.

4. Triangulation:

* Qualitative and quantitative data will be triangulated to provide a more

complete and nuanced understanding of the effectiveness of enhanced CLIL
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methodology in improving the professional competencies of future

teachers.

Ethical Considerations:

* Informed consent will be obtained from all participants.

* Data collected will be kept confidential and will be used solely for research
purposes.

* The findings of the study will be disseminated in a responsible and ethical
manner.

This detailed materials and methods section outlines a comprehensive approach
to your research. It combines qualitative and quantitative methods for a robust study.
Remember to adapt this framework to your specific study, clearly stating your data
sources, research methods, and data analysis techniques.

Conclusion

The research investigated the enhancement of Content and Language Integrated
Learning (CLIL) methodology to empower future English language teachers with the
professional competencies needed for effective CLIL implementation. The study
employed a mixed-methods approach, incorporating both qualitative and quantitative
data collection and analysis.

The findings revealed significant gaps in the current CLIL training landscape,
highlighting a need for more robust and specialized programs. Future teachers
expressed a desire for more practical training that goes beyond theoretical knowledge

and addresses their specific needs in areas like:

» Content knowledge: Developing a deeper understanding of subject matter
d their language expertise.

nguage pedagogy: Adapting language teaching strategies to CLIL contexts,
y integrating language skills into content learning.

ross-curricular collaboration: Establishing effective partnerships with
subject matter teachers to ensure seamless content and language integration.

The research concluded that enhancing the professional competencies of future

English language teachers in these areas is crucial for successful CLIL
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implementation. It proposed a framework for improved CLIL traini

incorporates the following elements:

» Content-specific language development: Integrat
vocabulary and language structures into language teaching activities.

* Collaborative teacher training: Facilitate joint training sessions between
language teachers and subject matter teachers to foster cross-curricular collaboration.

* Practical application: Emphasize practical classroom scenarios and provide
opportunities for teachers to develop and practice their CLIL teaching skills.

» Ongoing support: Offer ongoing mentoring and professional development
opportunities to support teachers in their CLIL journey.

This research contributes to the growing body of knowledge on CLIL teacher
education. It provides valuable insights into the specific needs of future English
language teachers and offers practical recommendations for improving CLIL training
programs. By empowering teachers with the necessary competencies, we can ensure
that CLIL effectively serves its purpose as a transformative pedagogical approach,
enabling students to develop both language proficiency and subject matter expertise.
Further research is needed to explore the long-term impact of enhanced CLIL training
on teacher practice and student learning outcomes.
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